Tom Gould. Why I built PrintMD

Why I built PrintMD

[ write in Markdown, and getting from there to a PDF I'd happily send someone was more work than
it should be. So I built an editor that shows the page as I type and exports PDF, Word and
PowerPoint from the same text.

@ PrintMD  New Open Save Impoty - Unbranded w| 1 Viewr Size| As v| Page| Pomrat  w| @ s| poF v\m

HL HZ H3 H4 B i s e’ b “ HR * List 1. List O Task Link Image Table

(T

114 words

Published

R s o
title: Moving the team docs to Markdown
date: 2026-11-02

What changes

# Moving the team docs to Markdown
* Every document lives next to the code it describes.

Plain text is quick to write, easy to review and diffs *  Reviews happen in the same place as code reviews.

well. The only hard part was paper. ) )
« A PDF is one export away, in the house template.

## What changes

BEFORE AFTER

- Every document lives next to the code it describes.

- Reviews happen in the same place as code reviews. Word files on a shared Markdown in the

- A PDF is one export away, in the house template. drive repository

| Before | After | Copy and paste into a One template, applied on
template export

| Word files on a shared drive | Markdown in the

repository |

| Copy and paste into a template | One template, applied “CWrite it once, print it the same way every

on export | time.

> Write it once, print it the same way every time.

1 min read Autosaved /

I write in Markdown. Notes, plans, short reports, the odd longer

2 November 2026

Reading time

document. Plain text is quick, it diffs well and it never gets in my way. The
trouble starts when someone else has to read it.

3 minutes
About Most of the time that means a PDF, and getting from Markdown to a PDF that
PrintMD doesn’t look like a text file with a margin is more work than it sounds. Pasting into
. a word processor loses the structure. A browser’s print dialog gets most of the

ags . .
Markdown, way, then splits a table. across two pages or leaves a heading alone at the f.oot ofa
JavaScript page. The command-line tools are powerful, and many of them want a pile of

More on: PrintMD

packages and a LaTeX installation.

[ wanted one thing: write Markdown, see the page, press a button, and get a PDF |
wouldn’t be embarrassed to send. That became PrintMD.

What it is

PrintMD is a Markdown editor with a live preview and two templates. The
preview shows the page in the template’s own type and spacing, so it’s close to
what you'll print; page breaks and the running head and foot only appear in the
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PDF. Export gives you a PDF, a Word file or a PowerPoint file from the same text.
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title: Paper sizes, briefly
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# Paper sizes, briefly

The A series halves at every step, so each size keeps the

| size | Millimetres | Common use |

[ =i =i
| A3 | 297 x 420 | Posters, wide tables | slzes,

| A4 | 210 x 297 | Letters and reports |

| A5 | 148 x 210 | Notebooks and menus | E -
#% Why the shape holds 7‘16 y

Each side is the square root of two times the other, so
folding a sheet in half gives the next size down.

The second template, Dealmobile, styles a document like a magazine article. The first, Unbranded, is the quiet
default.

It’s plain HTML, CSS and JavaScript modules. There’s no build step and no
framework, so if you can serve a folder, you can run it. I made that choice
early and haven’t regretted it: the whole thing can be read, and changed, by
one person.

Where it grew

The first version was an editor and a template. Then I wanted the PDFs to be
right rather than nearly right, and that turned into most of the work:

» Fonts are bundled with the app and embedded in the PDF, so it doesn’t
depend on what the reader has installed.

» Page breaks follow a few simple rules: a heading stays with the text after it, a
table row stays whole where it fits on a page, and a table that runs on repeats its
header.

 Page size is a choice for each document, including a custom size, and so is a
single long page for things that aren’t really pages.

o A small service on my own computer turns a Markdown file into a PDF with
one command, which is how I use it from scripts and from other tools.

Each of those has its own post: print-quality PDFs from a browser, custom sizes,
one long page and fit to width, and a PDF service that only runs on your machine.
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Why local

PrintMD is happiest on your own machine, and I want to be plain about that. Your
documents stay in your browser. The PDF service prints with a browser on your
own computer and listens only there. The editor also works hosted
(https://printmd.dealmobile.co.uk/), and there it says that running it locally is better. The
PDF service won'’t run hosted at all.

What next

It’s a tool I use, so it grows when [ hit a wall. If you try it and something is
awkward, the issue tracker (https://github.com/tomgould/PrintMD/issues) is the place to

say so.
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